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Childcare is a profession ... | do not like
fo see this referred fo as a business, a
sector or an industry. Unfortunately for
some, that is what is has turned into.

An Taoiseach, Enda Kenny T.D.

Speaking in the Dail on 29 May 2013, the
day after the Prime Time investigation, A
Breach of Trustwas broadcast.
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A new model of early years services for our young children ....

* Use public funding as a lever to improve quality
*  With greater public investment ' | '

* Making public funding conditional on quality

... focused on quality .... N - 3

In doing so, the Government should also

. Form a new Early Years Inspectorate - -
. Move progressively towards graduate-led provision . i .
. Introduce salary scales

. Introduce the regulation and support of childminders L . .
. Invest in national supports for quality

. Carry out a regular national quality audit

. Move towards the introduction of ceilings on fees

... that is accessible and affordable to all families.
Continue progress to a Second Free Pre-School Year

*  Open up public funding schemes to regulated and inspected childminders

¢ Ensure access to quality services for all children . .
Local structures meeting local needs

Start Strong,
‘Childcare’ — Business or Profession? , . , .
December 2014. Advancing Children’s Early Care & Education



